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Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education, Harvard University "T. M. Luhrmann's gift is the ability to observe
and report with the eyes of both an anthropologist and a novelist. This alchemy is so evident as she makes this
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part of the daily life of literally billions of people, it must be regarded as well within the normal repertory of
human behaviors. Yet anthropology-ready enough to discourse about religion-has never managed a thick
description of prayer. This is the ground that T. M. Luhrmann breaks with a deeply engrossing, first-ever, thick
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