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indexed. Not illustrated. 1835 Excerpt: . Benedicamus Domino. On hearing this ejaculation, each student is
required, forthwith, to extinguish his candle, say Deo gratias and fall asleep. This is the regular routine subject
to a slight variation on Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, on the first of which days they go on the public
walk, on the second to Confession, and on the third to Communion, to High Mass, to vespers, and to an
experimental sermon, preached by the students of the three divinity classes, in rotation. Let me now sum up the
periods of the day at which the rule of silence does not hold. There are almost forty minutes aEer breakfast,
half an hour aEer first class, an hour and ten minutes aEer dinner, and about half an hour aEer supper. These
united periods make just two hours and fiEy minutes. So that out of the twentyfour hours, there are less than
three granted them for the exercise of the faculty of speech! When the Creator implanted that glorious faculty
in man, and imparted to him, in that concession, a characteristic of distinguishing pre-eminence over the brute,
surely he did not intend that such a giE should be rendered unavailing. A heathen writer, with whom every
school-boy is acquainted, knew how to appreciate the dignity of the human mind, and its hand-maiden--
speech, and declared it to be the bounden duty of every man to exert himself to the utmost sese prrestare
coeteris animalibus --and yet we find the professors...
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