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Standpoint of the Physician and Laryngologist, in Preference to That of the Surgeon and Laryngectomist Under
the law of Hammurabi, King of Babylon, B.C. 2285-2242, surgeons who made mistakes had their hands cut off.
If that were the law now, many surgeons would lose their hands. Celsus, a famous physician, who lived B.C. 400,
grew a long, sharp, finger nail, with which he cut out tonsils, as you would turn out an gg from the shell. In the
course of centuries, the operation for the removal of tonsils was revived, several times. It is again revived, in
America. To cure tonsils, or adenoids, it is necessary to know what they are, what they do, and what deranges
them. It is a question of knowledge; and with this as their guide, surgeons would save their hands, even though
the law of Hammurabi were revived. There are three sets of circulating channels in the human body, arteries,
veins and lymphatics. Through the latter flows a fluid, called lymph, which protects the system from germs and
other harmful matter. The lymph fluid contains a vast number of lymph cells, the duty of which is to attack and
destroy germs and other poisons. Attached to the lymphatic canals are countless numbers of little bodies,
called adenoids(86*). These are divided, according to size, into three classes. The largest are named tonsils, the
medium, lymph nodes, and the smallest, lymph nodules.(87) They are filters. Germs and other harmful matter
which in any way get into the lymphatic canals are carried along until an adenoid is reached, and here they are
deposited and destroyed,...
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